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Ask me....just go ahead and ask me which plants
are boron-tolerant because | know where to find the
listt How did | develop that knowledge? Easy -- |
just pulled a shift last week on the Contra Costa
Master Gardener Help Desk!

The Help Desk
is one of our
signature
programs
which | brag
about all the
time to County
Supervisors
and others who
| want to
impress about
Master
Gardeners and
the

2l k¥ in . . Cooperative
Extension. But like some others, after fulfilling my
first year obligation | just sort of disappeared and did
other MG things.

Since it didn’t seem right to brag about something
that only succeeds if we all pitch in, | renewed my
vow to take at least one morning a month. After my
second shift | can tell you all that Help Desk
Coordinator Liz Rottger and her Help Desk Support
Team have extended the great work of previous
coordinator Emma Connery to make it much less
intimidating to pull a shift even if one hasn’t done it
for along time. A big reason is the new one page tip
sheet on what to do when the clock strikes 9 a.m.
Now that we are using email as well as the
telephone, we can handle more questions without

some of the pressure we used to feel when the
phone was ringing off the hook. In this issue, Liz
shares details of the Help Desk organization, the
words of a Help Desk Volunteer, and the response
of a satisfied customer.

Moral of the story? There’s been a stalwart group of
regulars who've been carrying the Help Desk on
their shoulders sharing their knowledge and their
love of research for years. But they can’t and
shouldn’t have to do it all. If | can take a morning a
month, swallow my fears and do it, so can all of us
who have available mornings on Mondays through
Thursdays.  And for those of you who have found
it lonely working by yourself, either sign up with a
pal or pick a day someone else has signed up and
come on in Mondays through Thursdays. You can
count on me to keep bragging about Help Desk and
all of you!

Speaking of bragging — the fifth Contra Costa
Master Gardeners Garden Walk was a great
success! An attendee even came up to me at
Friday Night Bocce in Martinez to personally say
thank you for a great experience. She enthused
about the gardens, about the experts, about the
plants she scored at the Plant Sale — it was all not
just good but fabulous as far as she was concerned!

More details and pix are in this issue

(pages 12-18), but in the meantime, thank you
to chairperson Mary Lu Burchard and everyone who
helped make this a great success, and to the rain for
falling before the event to dust everything off but not
during it to dampen

enthusiasm!
925-372-8038
. 925-209-0800
PreS|dent, hiburt@oacbell.net
HARRIETT
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Myth Busters

Our September 15" meeting was well attended
with about 35 MGs in the audience. As soon as
the speaker for the evening, Kathy Barrett,
walked through the door, | went over and
greeted her like a long lost friend. “Hi Kathy”
said I, thinking that | was making points, and
she replied, “I am not Kathy” you buffoon (she
didn’t SAY that but | could tell that's what she
meant).

It seems that Kathy awoke that day with
laryngitis and recruited her close friend Diana
Vavrek to present the evening’s program about
Orchids. Both of them are avid growers and
belong to the Diablo View Orchid Society. |
reveled in the presentation because Diana
made Orchid culture sound simple, and she
busted many a myth that surrounds growing
them. As with many things horticultural, if it is
made too complicated it will not get done.
Composting is a prime example, and as it
turned out raising Orchids is another.

While Kathy/Diana and | were conversing, there
was a great deal of commotion going on as
members found out that there was an
impromptu plant sale in the parking lot courtesy
of Daphne (how's that for a gardener’'s name?)
Morris. Daphne had hosted the plant sale at
her house during last weekend’s Garden Walk
and brought the surplus to sell.

At first we were told the plants would NOT be
brought upstairs and shortly thereafter they
were (you guessed it) brought upstairs. As
always, Bob Burchard led the pack by carrying
more than his share of plants, as did George
Hatch who asked that | not mention him in this
month’s newsletter, so | won't.

Anyhow, the sad ending to the tale is that
Daphne (how'’s that for a gardener’'s name?)




ended up taking most of the plants back home
because they did not sell, although all were fine
specimens. Once again Bob and the guy
whose name | won’'t mention (his initials are
George Hatch) carried most of them back down
the dark stairway. Someday one of you old
folks is going to fall while trying to find the next
step on that staircase and then the County will
REALLY be in financial difficulty.

Before Diana gave us the lowdown on Orchids,
we had a late starting business meeting.
Harriett Burt, our President, began by showing
us the headlines in the Martinez News Gazette
that was about our Garden Walk. It was meant
to be a publicity piece but unfortunately came
out after the walk was over.

Oh well, as they say in show biz, there’s no
such thing as bad publicity as long as the
name is spelled correctly (I think that’s

what they say). She went on to say that

The Walk was highly successful and an

early tally shows that we sold about 300
tickets. We did well at the plant sale, too.

All this translates into more dollars for
supporting Master Gardener educational e’)
projects.

Harriett recognized the good work of Mary Lu
Burchard (wife of the plant carrier) and her
Garden Walk committee. She also pointed out
that three of the garden owners were in
attendance, Kathy Mendenhall, Catherine
Jordan, and Daphne (how's that for... oh never
mind!) Morris. All got a well deserved round of
applause.

Then Harriett gave us an update on the effort to
get the County Supervisors to fund the
Extension office, and therefore the MG
program, until the end of the fiscal year. It was
the old Good News-Bad News scene. The
good news was that the Supervisors are strong

supporters of the Extension Service, but the
bad news is that they have no money for us. In
short, if money is found and a proposal is made
to keep funding the Extension, it will be
approved. Now go out there and find the
money!!

Harriett was upbeat as always, but this
rollercoaster is wearing everyone down.
Harriett changed the mood by switching to
badge awards. There were two this month:
Darlyn Gerber '01, 2000 hours and Kathy
Southern '01, 1250. | have said it before and |
shall say it again, the class of '01 is filled with
over achievers. There are 22 Gold badges
(1000+ hours) in our ranks and the '01 class
has more than any other class. A bunch of kiss
up teachers’ pets is what they are!!! They
ought to share the wealth and help out the
less motivated, like me.

As good as Diana’s Orchid presentation
turned out, nothing could surpass what
happened next. Your humble writer made
an announcement that the very impressive
£, book Growing Orchids by Brian and
(] Wilma Ritterhausen was being donated

’
S KO“(\ to the CCMG by Darlyn Gerber, and was

available to whoever would like to buy it. Mary
Lu Burchard asked if this was to be a silent
auction and | said something inane like “I only
thought of that six seconds ago” but | agreed to
arrange it.

Not a chance. Harriett asked to see the book
and once she had it, began running around the
room and hollerin’ like a tobacco auctioneer.
“Do | hear $10? | have $10, do | hear $15....”
And so it went until Misty Cork was awarded
custody for an amount | have forgotten. This
little episode alone was worth the price of
admission.




Diana had to follow that performance -- a fate
only slightly worse than following an animal or
kid act on a vaudeville stage. However, she
proved up to the task and then some.

Diana has been raising Orchids for 15 years but
her love affair really took off in 2002 when she
visited the Orchid Ranch located in Livermore.
Some of you may have been on the tour we had
of the Orchid Ranch several years back -- quite
a place. It consisted of three

separate growers (Cattlyas,

Phalaenopsis, and

Paphiopedilum) who in Diana’s

words were “world famous”.

Alas, they all retired a few years

ago and the ranch is now

condos. Before the growers

retired, Diana’s '02 visit turned

into a substantial part-time job

and a great educational

adventure.

She explained to us that the topic of Orchids is
quite complex, but growing them is not. There
are about 30,000 species, but the exact number
IS uncertain because of taxonomic disputes.
Obviously, said Diana, she would only be able
to cover the bare essentials of Orchid culture,
which includes Lighting, Temperature, Humidity,
Watering, Fertilizing, and Re-potting.

Orchids grow on every continent except
Antarctica and can be found at 10,000 feet or
sea level, as well as in snow and in jungles.
This is a very adaptable family with some
stunning flowers. Diana brought examples of
the stunning flowers which were being
displayed by plants she and Kathy had raised,
but she made it clear that the plants were not
for sale (the audience began to grumble loudly).

Of all the reasons people fail at growing
Orchids, the most important is proper lighting.

Diana claims that about 98% of failures are due
to improper lighting. Some orchids like a great
deal of light to bloom, some like less, but all
want bright INDIRECT light. Direct sun is not
allowed!!

Southern, Eastern and Western exposures are
fine with a sheer curtain, and (here’s the first
myth she busted) contrary to popular thought,
Northern exposure will do just fine but without
the sheer curtain. Diana has a
unique problem in her home so
she grows her plants under
fluorescent lighting.

Diana said that she always
hears from people who say
they have very bright homes
(just like their kids I'll bet) and
therefore the exposure is
unimportant. Wrong again!!
The Orchid must be no more
than 24” from the light source in order to thrive,
SO get out your rulers and start moving them
closer to the light.

As for temperature, Orchids are adaptable to a
wide range. They thrive between 60-90°
Fahrenheit just like most people. Therefore the
temperature changes in your home are quite
acceptable. Extra cooling or heating for the
plants is not necessary nor is extra air
circulation (see below).

Higher humidity is ideal, that's why a green
house gives Orchids an extra boost, but it is not
necessary. Here’s another busted myth --
putting plants in a tray of water with pebbles in it
is a waste of time since it results in only a very
small increase in humidity around the plant.

The water in the tray merely evaporates into the
general household air leaving the plant just
about where it would be without the bother of a
pebble tray.
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The use of fans to increase circulation doesn’t
help house plants either, but instead provides
more evaporation and tends to dry them. Once
again, greenhouse care is different. There fans
can provide some help.

Watering should be done once a week for larger
plants and twice a week for smaller ones. The
preferred method is to submerge the pot up to
its rim in water laced with the proper fertilizer
(see below) until it is soaked. The pot should
be noticeably heavier after watering is done.

Overhead watering can be done but avoid
getting water between the leaves since it can
promote fungus and disease. Phalaenopsis is
especially susceptible since in

the wild it grows upside down

on trees. Watering at the

base of the plant works well

since the surface roots need

to be wet in order to grow

properly. The problem is that

some Orchids have leaves

that hide the medium they are

planted in, so the soaking

method works better.

Fertilizer does not have to be

the exotic stuff that is highly

marketed, but simply one that is high in
Nitrogen. Something like 30-10-10 is just fine
as is 10-10-10, but they both should be
administered at half strength. Diana rattled off
a number of synthetics that will do the job --
Miracle Grow, Peter’s Professional, Dyna-Gro,
etc. are all good. In the organic realm, a fish
emulsion should do the trick, but remember
that this is indoors, so if you are sensitive to eau
de fish you might want to use a synthetic.

Then Diana got into a re-potting demonstration
which was clear and simple but | don’t have the
wordsmith power to explain it here in the space

allotted. Suffice it to say that most Orchids
need to be re-potted every 12-18 months and
can grow in just about any kind of container
(clay, plastic, peat) or nothing (attached to a
branch, or a wood slab) as long as the roots get
air and there is excellent drainage. Clay can
present a problem because when re-potting, the
roots that have securely attached to the clay
surface will be inevitably damaged.

One very important thing to remember is that
almost all Orchids are epiphytes, which in their
natural habitat grow on trees. Therefore, never
use soil to plant orchids; it should always be
bark -- fir bark preferred.

Diana summarized her talk by
saying that there are a lotof
ways to grow Orchids, so pick
the method that works for you.
Makes sense to me! That's
what | do with everything and
manage to kill less than half the
plants in my garden.

Regardless of the fact that
Diana said the plants she
brought were not for sale, the
Master Gardener population
began to mill around the
display with lust in their eyes. It was well
placed lust since the flowers were magnificent
and some were not what one might consider to
be traditional appearing Orchid inflorescence.

As | was lusting, | overheard one MG tell Diana
that he had always stayed away from Orchids
because they seem too fussy, but now he had
been energized to give them a whirl. Thatis a
great endorsement for any speaker.

Of course, we have no way of knowing if he

followed through or was simply trying to smooth
the way to purchase one of the “unpurchasable”
plants. MGs are a devious lot when it comes to
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plants. | left before the possible transaction
took place in order to head down to Elliott’s of
Danville (established 1907) and fill the boys in
about the evening’s proceedings.

Last month, you may recall, the boys had a
terrible brawl between themselves and ended
up being carted away in a Paddy Wagon. | was
a little concerned about how they would be
acting towards each other, but as soon as |
walked in, | could tell that was the least of my
concerns.

The three of them, Big Hands Mahoney, Whack
and Wallop Wainwright, and Bruno (no last
name) were all caressing the microphone while
singing “Autumn Leaves” as part of the usual
Karaoke Contest Night.

Amazing how a little echo

(and a lot of beer) can make

gigantic louts convinced that

they can sing in harmony.

The disconcerting part of this

was the obvious flirting the

three were doing with some

visiting Biker Chicks who were

accompanied by the requisite

Bikers.

| am not talking about bicycle bikers, but
motorcycle bikers; and | am not talking about
“Danville Dentists for Harleys”, but genuine
“Wild One” wanabees. It was obvious they had
NOT just come from the monthly meeting of the
Danville Rotary Club. A more unsavory looking
bunch had rarely crossed the threshold of
Elliott’'s. “Protective” is the least strong word
one can use for their attitude towards their
women.

Somehow | didn’t think Orchids were going to
be discussed that night. | was right. The
problem was as much with the blatant flirting as
it was with the friendly reception the Biker

Chicks were giving it. After “Autumn Leaves”
the boys broke into a Frank Sinatra medley
which began with “Come Dance With Me”. As
the cold stares from the bikers became frigid,
the rest of the bar crowd could see what was
about to happen, so they quietly finished their
brews and left the scene. Like a fool in a hurry,
| did not.

“Come Fly With Me” was the tipping point. A
beer bottle was thrown out of the biker crowd
and careened off the Karaoke machine. It was
followed by another and another, and then a
charge of the stage by the bikers. The brawl
was on and | was out of there (a fool no longer).
As | drove rapidly away down Hartz Avenue |
passed not one, but three
Paddy Wagons on their way to
Elliott’s. It would be another
night in the slammer for the
boys.

The only good thing about the

evening was that | was about

$40 richer than | would

normally be after buying

several rounds for the guys.
Instead, | stopped off at I1zzy’s steak house in
San Ramon where the crowd was a bit more
sedate and soft jazz played in the background.
| ordered a Tolosa Zinfandel and looked around
at my fellow bar flies. Not a septuagenarian in
the lot. The girls especially should not have
been out that late, particularly wearing THOSE
clothes.

Oh well, it was a pleasant atmosphere and
there were no flying beer bottles, so | savored
the Zin and did a little girl watching. Someone
had to critique their outfits and it might as well
be a harmless old septuagenarian like me. Not
a bad end to an almost good evening.

~ Ken Williams ~




Help Desk Support Team

Working the Master Gardener’s Help Desk can
seem both daunting and lonely. In fact, many Master
Gardeners decide, once they have completed the
required 25 hours on the Help Desk, to never
volunteer again. While 53% of all respondents of a
recent survey of CC Master Gardeners about the
Help Desk thought their overall volunteer experience
was either excellent or very good—and this can
certainly be viewed as a measure of success—
many expressed feeling overwhelmed or
intimidated. Even those who enjoyed volunteering at
the Help Desk wondered if their advice was
accurate and asked the ultimate question: how
many plants have I killed with my advice?

The MG Executive Committee is now taking steps to

strengthen the Help Desk and to create an espirit de
corps for its workers and its mission. We recently
created a Help Desk Support Team,

consisting now of seventeen Master

Gardeners who regularly work the Help

Desk. The Team will meet quarterly and

these meetings will include advanced

training. In August, the HD Support Team

had its first meeting and discussed ways

to develop a more supportive and

collaborative structure for Help Desk

workers. We have drafted, for example, a

Help Desk Tip Sheet, a step-by-step

guide to getting started on the Help Desk.

We are developing a model protocol for

answering the phones. We are also testing
answering Help Desk emails from a ‘remote’
location, i.e. your own home. This would be a great
benefit for Master Gardeners who work or find it
difficult to get to the office in Pleasant Hill. We will
develop a refresher class for all Master Gardeners
on the many resources on the UC Davis IPM
website that provide invaluable information for
gardeners. The Help Desk Support Team is excited
by these developments which will not only increase
the pleasure of volunteering on the Help Desk, but
also the quality of the service we provide to the
citizens of Contra Costa. If you are interested in
joining the Help Desk Support Team, please contact
Liz Rottger at lizrottger@yahoo.com

Help Desk Happenings

We're introducing in this issue of The Latest Dirt a
new series on the activities of the Help Desk.

We'll include garden problems eliciting the most
guestions at any given time and examples of
responses. For the first article in this series, we've
selected a response to a recent inquiry about a
problem with a pear tree. The Help Desk Volunteer
(HDV) used the resource materials on the desk and
her own experience using “Tanglefoot” to craft the
answer below. While most questions do not elicit
answers with as many possible alternative solutions
as this one, it's a great example of the power of a
picture and the dedication of a Help Desk volunteer:

A Partridge (You wish!) in a Pear Tree

Hello there,

| just noticed these brown nodules on
several branches of our pear tree. I've
attached a few pictures. They can be
easily picked off and when | put it in my
hand & crushed it, there was some kind
of granule inside. Can you tell me what
this might be and how to deal with it?

Signed, Desperate Pear Lover

“Thank you for your question and including the
photos. That is especially helpful. It appears that
you have an infestation of "European fruit scale.”
You don't say how severe it is, but in general scale
doesn't really harm the tree, if you can control it.
Scale is a food supply for ants, they feed on
them and will protect them from other insects,
so if you can control the ant population around
the base of the tree, the scales will eventually
be eaten by other predators.”

HDV then advised keeping the tree well-watered
because of the heat and the fruit being produced.
She suggested using a stream of water to knock the
pests off the limb if the infestation was small and
checking for ants around the tree keeping scale
predators away. She suggested UC-approved
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control methods and then added a paragraph that
gave a suggestion she herself had used.

“For additional immediate control (of ants), you can
buy a sticky product called Tanglefoot and put it
around the base of the tree after you knock the
scales off with water. | do not like to put the sticky
mess directly on the trunk of the tree. | use a tape,
like painter’s tape, wrap it tightly around the tree so
the ants can't crawl under it, then use an orange
stick or something like it to put the Tanglefoot on the
tape, that way you can refresh it every two weeks or
so, until the season is over and it doesn't affect the
tree trunk.”

HDV'’s final advice covered dealing with large
infestations by pruning out heavily infested
branches and properly using a

horticultural oil. But, she added,

“controlling the ants is the best way.

Long-term: You can apply a dormant

spray in the winter, prune to open the

canopy which will increase scale

mortality due to heat intolerance, keep

the ant population in check and again,

be sure the tree is well watered during

the growing season. | hope this

answers your question. Thank you for

contacting CC Master Gardeners.”

The rest of the story: Desperate Pear Lover
received HDV’s reply and within 10 minutes sent
an email back thanking the Help Desk for the
quick and thorough response!

~Liz Rottger~

Executive Committee Minutes

Executive Committee Meeting
August 4, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by
President Harriett Burt. Other members in
attendance were Barbara Abbott, Emma Connery,
Larry Cornell, Secretary Ersten Imaoka, Treasurer
Kathy Mendenhall, Vice President Jude Parsells,
Kitty Rosania, Liz Rottger and Ken Williams.

MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The
Minutes of the July 14 meeting were approved.

TREASURER'’'S REPORT: Expenses accrued this
fiscal year include the $200 parting gift to Cami
Wilkinson and $279.99 for a pop-up tent for use at
farmers markets and special events, such as the
Fall Seminar. New budgets were established for 11
key items, based on past budgets and projections of
future expenses.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:

August Meeting: The presentation on bats by
NorCalBats has been moved to the October

Meeting. In its stead, Janice Alexander of UC
Berkeley will do a talk on Sudden Oak Death.

September Meeting: A member of the
Diablo View Orchid Society is the
scheduled speaker.

December Meeting: Our annual
Holiday Party is tentatively scheduled
for December 8 at Heather Farm.
Linda Gidre will be asked to chair this
event, with Kitty assisting.

RECERTIFICATION: There are 176
MGs on the current roster, with the
following breakdowns in status:

149 have been recertified.

10 are now on “limited activity” status.
14 were non responsive.

3 resigned.

STATUS — COUNTY BUDGET / UC
PARTICIPATION: The Pizza Hut fundraiser held on
June 28 generated approximately $1200 for the
Cooperative Extension.

Harriett, Emma and Pat Keeble will continue their
efforts to solicit Contra Costa County supervisor
support for future funding of the County Extension.
Should the funding amount not make us whole
again, it is hopeful that any funding secured in CC
County and other Counties where this fiscal crisis
exists would be sufficient to have the various CEs
throughout the State placed under a regional
director of the UC system. This setup would sustain
our organization’s credibility as an official arm of




UC, and allow us to continue utilizing UC facilities to
continue our operations. Minnesota is one of
several states that successfully operates its CEs in
this manner.

REVIEW 2008-09 FY PROJECTS / APPROVE
2009-10 LIST: Volunteer hours for a few projects
were questioned, and will be analyzed and updated
for the next Executive Committee Meeting. It was
agreed that a spreadsheet will be developed to
show hours expended on all approved projects for
the most recent three consecutive fiscal years. This
document would be used to track trends and identify
projects that either need more support or are
candidates to be dropped from the list. Also, a
written procedure needs to be developed to
establish criteria for removing projects from the list.

The proposed school garden at Garen Elementary
in Brentwood was conditionally approved as a
project, pending submittal of the required application
forms, and receipt of school staff's

official support of this garden. Russell

Jones is the proposed coordinator for

this project, which will provide the

school with guidance on plant selection,

planting methods, and irrigation advice,

with the emphasis on attracting

butterflies. This project will be part of

the 2" grade curriculum.

INTERIM CONTRACT PROGRAM
COORDINATOR: CE hired Emma on a

part-time basis through December 31,

2009 to take over Bethallyn’s most

important duties. Her focus will be on

public outreach -- most notably, to promote Our
Garden at the Contra Costa Times office complex in
Walnut Creek, and to continue publishing the Contra
Costa Times gardening articles that appear in the
Times’ Home and Garden section every other
Saturday.

TRANSITION PREPARATIONS FOR CCMG
FUTURE: The creation of a steering committee to
develop, implement and oversee ideas, strategies
and priorities as our MG program evolves to operate
within the confines of ever-changing fiscal restraints

was discussed. It was decided that, for now,
creating a steering committee is a premature move,
and that the Executive Committee will meet at 5 pm,
prior to its regular meeting time of 7 pm, to discuss
the metamorphosis of our organization and adopt
action plans as appropriate to deal with this fluid
situation.

ROUND TABLE: Expenses attributable to
operating Our Garden are reimbursable, using MG
program funds.

Emma is stepping down as Member-at-Large with
her acceptance of the interim Program Coordinator
position. A replacement will be sought.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Ersten Imaoka,
Secretary

Executive Committee
Meeting
September 1, 2009

The meeting was called to order at
6:18 pm by President Harriett Burt.
Other members in attendance were
Larry Cornell, Secretary Ersten
Imaoka, Eileen Linn, Vice President
Jude Parsells, Liz Rottger and Ken
Williams. Absent were Emma
Connery, Treasurer Kathy
Mendenhall and Kitty Rosania.

UPDATE ON CURRENT STATUS OF FUNDING:
No commitments for additional funding to report.
Harriett, Emma and Pat Keeble will continue
working the County Supervisors to bring them
onboard. Various fund raisers will be explored.

IDEAS FOR RAISING AWARENESS OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE MG PROGRAM: Provide
flyers to be handed out at Our Garden, Farmers
Markets and the Garden Walk. A future flyer, if
required, will be produced for the Fall Seminar.
Each flyer will suggest that recipients who




appreciate our work contact their County
Supervisors to support the Master Gardener
program through continued funding of the UCCE.
The flyer design will be completed in time for
distribution at the Garden Walk.

Other avenues for spreading the
word to support funding of the
UCCE were discussed, including the
Speakers Bureau, informational
sheets in Central San and EBMUD
mailings, nursery sponsorships
(ColorSpot and Annie’s Annuals),
Community TV announcements,
blogging, and twittering. Eileen will
contact Pat and Kathy Gilcrest to
take the lead for exploring these
options and come up with other ideas.

MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The
Minutes of the August 4 meeting were approved.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:

August Meeting: The presentation on bats by
NorCalBats, originally scheduled for our August
General Meeting, has been moved to the October
Meeting. In its stead, Janice

Alexander of UC Berkeley will do a

talk on Sudden Oak Death.

September Meeting: A member of
the Diablo View Orchid Society is
the scheduled speaker.

December Meeting: Our annual

Holiday Party is tentatively

scheduled for December 8 at

Heather Farm. Linda Gidre will be

asked to chair this event, with Kitty assisting.

NOMINATION OF LARRY CORNELL AND
EILEEN LINN: Both of these fine people were
nominated and seconded for the Executive
Committee positions of Projects Coordinator and
Member at Large, respectively.

2008-2009 PROJECTS: Larry will get together with
Barbara Abbott to gather and update her data on
currently certified projects.

GARDEN WALK: Approximately 160 tickets have

been sold. Harriett has provided each Supervisor
with two tickets to encourage
their visitation to our biennial
extravaganza and garner their
support to fund the UCCE
through June 2010. Over 600
plants have been propagated by
MGs for sale at this event.

CERTIFICATION: Certification

has been completed. The list

was forwarded to County
Director Shelley Murdock, who will work with Emma
to finalize and authenticate the list. The following are
breakdowns in status:

154 are on the roster.

139 are certified. Of this amount, 25% did
not complete their hours, but requested
reappointment.

15 resigned or never filled out the
recertification form.

ROUND TABLE: Ken will give a
breakdown of how many MGs
didn’t accrue the minimum
number of hours and how many
resigned, for the years 2006 thru
2008, at the next Executive
Committee meeting.

Help Desk training is tentatively

scheduled for a weekend in

October. An MG from Fresno is
contemplated to lead this class.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Ersten Imaoka,
Secretary
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Pleasant Hill

Instructional Garden
(PHIG)

Mt. Diablo Adult Education Gardening Program
1 Santa Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill, CA. 94523
(925) 937-1530 — Email: phecgarden@prodigy.net

Web site: http://phig.webs.com

Students of the Gardening Program of Mt. Diablo
Adult Education, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Contra
Costa Master Gardeners, DVC’s adaptive
horticulture class, and other interested volunteers
and neighbors are teaming up with the City of
Pleasant Hill, the Pleasant Hill Community
Foundation, the Central Contra Costa Sanitary
District, and others to create a beautiful, water-
conserving and low-maintenance garden at
Pleasant Hill Education Center, across from
Pleasant Hill Middle School. It will serve as a
demonstration garden using healthy garden
practices (no pesticides), water conservation and
recycling methods, and drought-tolerant and native
plantings.

We would very much appreciate if you pencil in one
or more of these work party days:

October

Sunday, 10-11: 3 pmto 6 pm
Sunday, 10-18: 3 pmto 6 pm
Sunday, 10-25: Open House, 3 pmto 5 pm

November

Sunday, 11-1: 2 pmto 5 pm
Sunday, 11-8: 2 pmto 5 pm

December

Sunday, 12-5: PHEC Crafts Fair, 10 am to 4 pm
Friday, 12-11: 2 pmto 5 pm
Sunday, 12-13: 2 pm to 5 pm
Friday, 12-18: 2 pmto 5 pm

to help us out at the garden and in one or more of
the following ways:

Collect newspaper, cardboard, lawn
clippings, coffee grounds, leaves, aged
manure and other materials to be composted
to enrich the soil

Sheet mulching: Layer materials to eliminate
weeds and build soil health

Preparing beds and planting when weather
permits

Design and construct a water feature
Design and construct a waterproof, vandal-
resistant storage shed

Move a kiosk structure to new entry location
Build an entry sign

Please let us know what works best for you! These
are all active, community service types of projects.
We can provide instruction to assist you in learning
how to do some of these projects, but bring water,
gloves and regular garden tools to use. Feel free to
set up additional project work days for longer term
tasks you might choose to do as a small group.

For more information email:

phecgarden@prodigy.net

or phone Monika

Olsen, Teacher: (925) 937-1530. Help is needed
with other projects and additional dates will be
scheduled in the future as well.




GARDEN WALK RECAP

Unexpected, unseasonal, and unusual thunder,
lightning and rain just before dawn on
September 12 created some consternation
among the six garden owners awakened by it,
but fortunately there were no damage and no
dampening of enthusiasm among the nearly
300 visitors to the fifth Contra Costa Master
Gardeners Garden Walk!

Evaluations and direct comments by attendees
have been virtually unanimous in praise and
appreciation according to

committee member Eileen

Linn. Visitors enjoyed the

beauty and variety of the

gardens, the examples of

gardening with no or greatly

reduced lawn area, and the

talks by experts on bees,

composting, propagating and

raising vegetables bio-

intensively.

As the principal Contra Costa

Master Gardener Association

fundraiser for the year, the

Garden Walk added over $5000 to CCMGA
coffers, including nearly $1500 from the Plant
Sale held at Daphne Morris’ home in Walnut
Creek. Although some pointed out that autumn
is an unusual time to hold a Garden Walk, event
chair Mary Lu Burchard explained that holding a
fundraiser garden tour in the spring competes
with a larger number of garden walks, including
free ones such as “Bringing Back the Natives.”
Besides that, Mary Lu notes, “Fall is the best
time of year to plant in our area, so that makes
it a perfect time for interested gardeners to
harvest ideas and encouragement from Master
Gardeners.”

Thanks to event chairperson Mary Lu for overall
leadership of the project; Master Gardeners
Margaret Bradford, Catherine Jordan, Troy
McGregor, Kathy Mendenhall, Janet Miller, and
Daphne Morris for opening their gardens; Lee
Bressette and Linda Bray for organizing and
conducting the plant sale; Carla Preisler for
signing up the volunteer garden team leaders
and workers; Eileen Linn for publicity and
coordination of plant lists and labels; Dianne
Tinnes for designing and writing the ticket copy;
Gail Tryhorn for coordinating ticket sales with
the advice and assistance of longtime ticket
chair, Patty Click; Larry
Cornell for arranging for the
experts at each garden; and
Bob Burchard for doing what
needed to be done, including
hauling tables, chairs,
sandwich board signs and
whatever! And to all the
Master Gardeners who
pitched in a variety of ways to
make it all work in every
garden -- we couldn’t have
done it without you!

The CCMGA gives its appreciation and
continuing gratitude to the Central Contra Costa
Sanitary District for printing the tickets and the
signature plant labels that always get rave
reviews on event evaluations.

~Harriett Burt~

GARDEN WALK PHOTOS!




MARGARET BRADFORD'’S
GARDEN
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CATHERINE JORDAN'S
GARDEN
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TROY McGREGOR’'S
GARDEN




KATHY MENDENHALL'S
GARDEN

Monika Olsen

Jan Egan

Jan Egan




JANET MILLER’S GARDEN




DAPHNE MORRIS’ GARDEN




+ , 6 .7
# #

USDA zones from 8- 9B
Sunset zones range from 7-17
Average max. T.74.85F, 23.81C
T. 47.6F, 8.67C

Average rainfall 1.25”, 3.18cm

CAUTION: this is perhaps the
busiest gardening month of the

year!
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To view the most current version of the Events Calendar along with weekend activities, or to sign up for an event, visit: https://ucce.ucdavis.edu/mg . Log on

and select “Events Calendar.”
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