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Speaking of Plots, you ought to see Our Garden 
in the Contra Costa Times parking lot if you 
haven’t already!  The ground squirrels definitely 
have not won.  I watched our own Janet Miller 
harvesting an impressive amount of corn last 
Friday for the Food Bank.  And that was right after 
she had given a fabulous talk to 90 people about 
successful winter gardening.   Emma Connery 
hosted a sick plant clinic, Linda Mizes talked to 
individuals about composting and Kitty Rosania 

made sure the 
whole thing ran 
smoothly.  I 
sold several 
Garden Walk 
tickets and we 
gave out lots 
more flyers to 
folks who were 
eager but 
needed to 
check their 
calendars first.  
What a great, 
great Master 

Gardener Project from the vision of Bethallyn 
Black and with the tremendous support of Joan 
Morris of the CC Times.  Joan writes an article 
each Saturday in the Home and Garden section 
on the project with special mention to the 
companies and individuals who continue to 
donate everything from fencing to seeds to make 
it work.  Drop by Fridays at 10 a.m. for a great 
program and a good time with fellow gardeners.  

And read Janet’s article in this issue for the 
“inside dirt” on the project. 

Besides being a fine community outreach and 
education project, Our Garden is another fabulous 
argument to present to Supervisors to show why 
the small amount of funding we are asking for to 
keep all the Cooperative Extension programs 
operating until June when the University rolls out 
a new plan makes such good sense!!!  Extension 
Director Shelley Murdock is meeting with 
Supervisors and I am setting up appointments 
and preparing packets with complimentary 
Garden Walk tickets and a list of projects and 
activities going on in each district.  But one 
supervisor who has already pledged fiscal support 
through June 30, 2010 also advised us to have 
the membership contact their individual 
supervisors.  If you haven’t already received the 
all-Master Gardener Contra Costa status update 
and talking points email from me, it will be in your 
box soon along with contact info.   

And finally, it’s almost Garden Walk time!  Take a 
look at Eileen Linn’s article in this edition of the 
newsletter to make you even more enthusiastic 
about the September 12th event!  Great talks at 
each garden, a fabulous variety of gardens and 
lots of tips on being water-wise, growing great 
veggies, palling around with bees, plus a 
wonderful Master Gardener plant sale at Daphne 
Morris’ Walnut Creek garden.   

 

President, 
 

HARRIETT 
 
 

PPrr eess ii ddeenntt ’’ ss   PPll oott   

925-372-8038 
925-209-0800 
hjburt@pacbell.net 
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Saturday, September 12 th, 10am – 4pm  

 
Don’t miss out on seeing six fellow Master 
Gardeners’ fabulous gardens this year!  We’ve 
pulled together a great group of gardens that in 
addition to being amazing, many also showcase 
stylish ways to landscape without lawns.  In 
addition, subject matter experts will provide 
demonstrations and exhibits in the areas of bio-
intensive gardening, composting, propagation 
and bees. 

 
Diane Ciardello’s Garden (2007 Garden Walk) 
 

Admission to all six gardens is $15 per person, 
no children under 12 years old, please.  To 
purchase tickets before 8/31/09, mail your 
check made out to CCMG Association  to: 
CCMG Garden Walk, c/o 221 Virginia Circle, 
Martinez, CA 94553.  For more information or to 
purchase tickets after 8/31/09, email 
gail.campbell@sbcglobal.net  or call Gail 
Campbell (925) 945-7738.  A ticket and map of 
the locations will be mailed back to you upon 
receipt of payment. 
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Here is just some of what you can explore 
during the Garden Walk: 

Our “Gently Tamed Jungle”  (Catherine 
Jordan) replaces its lawn with a colorful 
collection of perennials.  The homeowner also 
takes advantage of the many tree and shrub 
volunteers that have been planted by birds.  
Look for the cleverly designed rose arbors 
crafted from copper conduit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harriett 
Burt’s 
Garden 
(2007 
Garden 
Walk) 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Eclectic Charmer” (Margaret Bradford) 
also removed a lawn and replaced it with a 
native plant collection and water feature. A giant 
30 year old trellised wisteria reigns at the center 
of a long series of delineated planting beds. 
Vegetables, roses and art objects are integrated 
throughout the property.��

A “Stylish Cottage” (Troy McGregor) in 
Martinez should not be missed. This tiny but 
artful landscape was designed for low, once-a-
month maintenance. Surrounding this  

118 vintage Shell Refinery cottage are large 
pots interspersed with unusual grasses and 
drought tolerant plants, including many rarely 
seen species from Australia and New Zealand.  

“California Rancho” (Janet Miller)  in Walnut 
Creek has a touch of Mediterranean and a 
splash of Mission style. This distinctive brick 
home and rambling landscape are lively and full 
of character.  A greenhouse and extensive 
vegetable gardens predominate at the back of 

this large 
property. The 
homeowner 
will 
demonstrate 
the special 
bio-intensive 
gardening 
method she 
uses for food 
production. It 
incorporates 
rotation of 
legumes and 
grains, and 
planting 
vegetables 
very close 
together. 

This “Suburban Woodland” (Daphne Morris) 
has a spacious and open, yet wooded 
ambiance.  A traditional pool, gazebo and 

potting shed enhance the relaxing ambiance of 
the patio and make it a perfect place for 
entertaining.  Don’t miss the “secret” garden off 
of the master bath. It is comprised of a shaded 
landscape complete with a dry pond and spa 
area.  An added bonus is that this is the location 
for the Plant Sale!� 
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Lastly, a “Strolling Garden ” (Kathy 
Mendenhall)  is presented for your enjoyment.  
The lawn is gone and the effect is eclectic. 
Instead of grass to mow, the owner can now  

Jeanine Holmlund’s Garden (2007 Garden Walk) 

tend and enjoy the new collection of low water 
plants. Strolling paths wind around this recently 
updated area making all the plant material very 
accessible.  High wooden planting boxes on 
wheels near the front door make potting, herbs 
and vegetables comfortably reachable as well. 
The rear garden is a serene and cozy hideaway 
with an Asian style fence made from lattice, a 
new trellis, various animal artifacts and colorful 
plantings. 

~Eileen Linn~ 
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The turnout for our August General meeting 
was underwhelming to say the least.  Only 
about 20 MGs showed up to hear Janice 
Alexander from the Marin Coop Extension 
Service discuss Sudden Oak Death (SOD) and 
the latest developments in its control.  This 
month I believe the enforcers will be coming to 
get you and drag you to the meeting.   

Before Janice made her presentation, we had 
business to attend to.  It was Harriett Burt’s first 
full meeting as president of the association and 
to no one’s surprise, she took control quickly. 

First order was to provide an update as to how 
the plans for the 2009 Garden Walk were 
progressing.  Mary Lu Burchard told us that 
things are progressing quite well, and ticket 
sales are brisk for the Sept 12 extravaganza.   

For those who are part of the Garden Walk 
Committee either directly as committee 
members or indirectly as hosts, docents or 
presenters, there will be a pre-tour on Sept 5.   

If you are not part of the committee don’t try to 
join the pre-tour and avoid paying the $15 ticket 
price on the day of the walk.  We know who are 
part of the group and if interlopers show up, 
they will be tossed in shackles and stuffed into 
the trunk of a car until the pre-tour is over.   

The only exception to this will be if the interloper 
involved is bigger, stronger and meaner than 
the rest of us.  Then we will fold like a sandwich 
board since we are essentially cowards. 

Next on the agenda was the presentation of 
new badges to those who have gone to the next 
level of Mastergardenerdom.  They were: 
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 250 hours -Jefferey Bennett ’07, Emily 
Clark ’05, Sylvia Rose ’07. 

 500 hours -Julia Arce ’03, Roxie 
Wolosenko ’03. 

 1000 hours -Elizabeth Aynesworth ’99, 
Olga Jane Rotermund ’03.  

 1250 hours -Monika Olsen ‘00 

 4000 hours -Barbara Abbott ‘93 

The 4000 hour award for Barbara is only the 
second ever to be earned by a CCMG.  The first 
was awarded only last month to another over 
achiever who I will not mention since she 
pummels me every time I give her some 
publicity.  I think she’s on somebody’s most 
wanted list and is hiding out. 

Harriett then filled us in on the 
latest developments in the 
County’s budget crisis which 
threatens the very existence of 
the Cooperative Extension of 
which we are a part.  By 
extension (no pun intended) 
that means we too, are in 
jeopardy. 

Harriett said recent meetings 
have been encouraging and “all 
is not lost but all is not found either”.  In 
summary, we are trying to get enough funding 
to keep the Extension going through June 2010 
at which time the University hopes to have a 
plan in place to ensure the life of the Extension 
in perpetuity although most likely in a very 
different form. 

Harriett also explained what the Executive 
Committee is doing to prepare for the future of 
the MG program and she went on to ask us to 
contact our County Supervisor and put in a 
good word for the Coop Extension and the MG 
program. 

Then the president said “and now on to 
something happier-Sudden Oak Death”.  That 
statement proved that Harriett has the Bona 
Fides to be a true Master Gardener, the first of 
which is to be a little twisted.  Some of us attain 
the level of “a lot twisted” but one must start 
somewhere. 

Janice Alexander has impressive credentials 
with both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree 
from UC Berkeley.  She has been the Sudden 
Oak Death Outreach Coordinator in Marin since 
2002.  The terms “death” and “outreach” used 
together is certainly in the “twisted” tradition --
sounds like it involves Count Dracula. 

She began by explaining that Phytophthora 
ramorum is the cause of both Sudden Oak 

Death, a forest disease, and 
Ramorum blight, which affects 
the leaves and twigs of other 
host plants.  To see the complete 
list of plants currently known to 
be infected, see  
www.suddenoakdeath.org  and 
look under “Symptoms and 
Diagnosis”.  I was amazed at the 
number of plants on the list and it 
is much too long to present here. 

The disease first appeared in 
1994-95 and showed itself in Marin and Santa 
Cruz.  It is a forestry problem mainly in 
California but to a lesser extent (for now) in 
Oregon.  In Contra Costa, most infections have 
been found in the West County although some 
have been found in El Sobrante and Pinole.  Of 
course, to some of us that IS the West County 
but not to the SOD categorizing people. 

Janice then went through the Top Ten FAQ’s 
for MG’s, and she gave appropriate credit to 
David Letterman who apparently uses this 
technique frequently. 
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10. Does My Plant Have SOD?   There are 
many diseases that mimic Sudden Oak Death, 
so the only definitive way to tell if the tree is 
infected is through a lab test.  The test is done 
by the Ag Commissioner’s office and it is free of 
charge although one must pay to get the 
samples to the testing lab. Editorial comment:  If 
you ever thought there was a free lunch, there 
ain’t none left today. 

9.  Why Did My Tree Get SOD?  Bad luck.  
The pathogen spores 
probably came from a 
nearby host and the closer 
the host, the more likely is 
infection.   Editorial 
comment: This phenomenon 
is also evident in singles 
bars. 

8.  Do I have To Take 
Down The Tree?  No, not 
unless it is a hazard. 
Current information indicates that non-oak 
shrubs and trees contribute the most to disease 
spread. If an oak tree is infected, it will likely be 
surrounded by many other trees and plants that 
also harbor the pathogen. Hence, removing one 
or even a handful of infected trees will probably 
have little or no impact on local disease levels.  
A dead tree can also be valuable wildlife 
habitat, and when it ultimately falls it will provide 
soil nutrients.  Editorial comment: Common 
sense-- when walking under a dead oak tree, 
walk fast. 

7.  How Can I Treat The Tree?  There is a 
phosphonate compound that can be used to 
PREVENT the disease or treat newly infected 
trees, but trees with advanced symptoms 
cannot be saved.  The preventative is 
expensive and must be done continually.  There 
is no permanent vaccination. 

6.  Since Bay Laurel Is A Serious Host Plant , 
Should I Remove Them?  Only if they are 
close to an oak tree.  Distance reduces the 
likelihood of spreading infection.  Bay laurels 
can be a valuable specimen trees in the 
landscape so mass removal is not normally 
recommended. 

5.  Who Can Treat My Trees?  The California 
Oak Mortality Task Force (COMTF) has a list of 
tree care professionals who have been through 

a COMTF training session.  
The list is available at 
www.suddenoakdeath.org  
under “Treatment and 
Management”.  Editorial 
comment:  For this, do not 
hire the guy who goes from 
door to door with a chain 
saw looking for tree work.  
In fact, never hire that guy 
since he hasn’t been trained 
by anyone for anything. 

4.  Which Plants Are Safe To Buy From A 
Nursery?  Nurseries can definitely be 
spreaders of the disease because they grow 
plants in a cool, damp environment.  Since the 
disease may be hidden by the use of a 
fungicide, it would be best to quarantine any 
host plants for eight weeks after purchase to 
see if symptoms show.  This is especially 
important for camellias, rhododendrons, and 
bay laurel.  Editorial comment: Fat Chance!! 
How many homeowners plan eight weeks in 
advance when buying plants??  How many 
MGs?? 

3.  How Can I Work With Neighbors To 
Prevent The Spread?  The same way 
neighborhood problems should always be 
addressed--through cooperation not 
confrontation.  Editorial comment: Duh!! 
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2.  Where Can I Get The Most Up-To-Date 
Information?  The California Oak Mortality 
Task Force website is the best source.  
www.suddenoakdeath.org . 

1.  What Tools Are Available For Master 
Gardeners? The same COMTF website.  Look 
under the “Master Gardener” section.  Editorial 
comment: I must have been getting tired at this 
point.  It was after 8 p.m. and that’s when we 
old guys start to fade.  As a result, when I went 
to the website I found no Master Gardener 
section, but the entire site is a wealth of 
information so go there and knock yourself out. 

Janice closed the program with a Q&A session 
and also showed us a Powerpoint presentation 
of Phytophthora ramorum  
spores leaving the host plant 
(“sporilating” is what she 
called it).  It was an eerie 
sight seeing that evil stuff 
moving about with impunity. 

As soon as Janice indicated 
she was finished, the meeting 
deteriorated as usual.  Some 
folks ran for the exits and 
others for Janice to ask 
questions and get some 
handouts. 

The workers among us stacked the chairs that 
were left behind by the rushers.  Midway 
through this exercise, Emily Clark told me I 
should not be doing any lifting because of my 
long standing back problem which I had ignored 
because it was feeling O.K. for the moment. 

No sooner had Emily mentioned my foolishness 
than my back began to rebel.  “What a jerk!” 
said I to me.  “What a *&^_#@!%%$^^ jerk”!  
That was it!!  A night of depressing news about 
Sudden Oak Death and some less than uplifting 
news about UCCE going belly up, and now 

back pain.  “I’m going to Elliott’s of Danville 
(established 1907)!”,  said me (or was it “I”?). 

Both of you who regularly read this column will 
recall that I have not been to Elliott’s for four 
months; this would be five if I passed up on this 
chance to dull my senses by stopping for a 
brew or two with the boys.  I was off in a flash, 
or as much of a flash as I can be these days. 

I arrived at the watering hole in time to see the 
guys -- “Big Hands” Mahoney, “Whack and 
Wallop” Wainright, and Bruno (no last name) --
engaged in fisticuffs with each other in front of 
the place.  They were truly slugging it out and 
when one went down, the others would leap on 
him and pummel him mercilessly.   

This was an incredible sight, 
since the guys had been 
partners in crime (figuratively 
and literally) for many years.  I 
had never before seen 
anything come between them, 
not even “those women” they 
hang around with.  It was a 
terrible sight to behold.  I 
could tell that my efforts to 
recruit the louts into the 
campaign against SOD and 
for the UCCE was not going 
to come to fruition that night. 

The melee went on for about fifteen minutes 
before Danville’s version of a Paddy Wagon 
arrived and succumbed them with some evil 
spray in a canister.  Given their state of rage, 
they were lucky the Tasers were not used even 
though the crowd was chanting “Taser, Taser, 
Taser….”They were carted off quickly and all 
returned to normal, or as normal as things get 
around Elliott’s. 

The crowd that had been encouraging them to 
kill each other soon disbursed back into the bar 
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but not until the fight bets were settled (the 
denizens of Elliott’s bet on everything).  I was 
tempted to simply leave but my curiosity 
refused to let me. 

I found an open place at the bar and ordered a 
brew from Tommy, my favorite bartender 
(Charlie and Warren being second and third).  
After what I considered a respectable amount of 
time making small talk with old Tom, I asked 
why the boys were brawling. 

I could not believe 
my ears.  It was not 
over money, it was 
not over spilled beer, 
it was not over 
women or anything 
else I thought 
important to those 
buffoons.  No, it was 
about the last 
pickled egg in the 
egg jar. 

It seems Bruno 
decided the six he 
had already devoured were not enough for him 
and reached his hand into the brine to retrieve 
the last egg.  Mahoney, who is the ringleader 
and whose word normally reigns supreme, 
thought that Bruno should forego the last one 
and hand it over to him.  Wainright, who one 
would not expect to challenge the leader, must 
have been feeling his “beer muscles” and 
grabbed the egg out of Bruno’s hand, devouring 
it (the egg, not the hand) in one gulp.  No 
gourmet is Wainright.  At this affront, Mahoney 
emptied the pickle brine onto both the other 
oafs, and the ruckus began. 

Somehow they battled themselves out the front 
door a la Errol Flynn in those old movie dueling 
scenes, and that’s when I arrived.  If you don’t 

recognize the name Errol Flynn, then you are 
too young to be out of the house after dark 
without adult supervision; and why are you 
reading this learned journal?? 

The guys will no doubt spend a few days in the 
cooler, which is not unfamiliar to them, and 
perhaps next month I will get to share a brew 
with them.  Then it struck me -- if they were to 
get life sentences, I would be a wealthier man 
since I would save at least three Andy 
Jackson’s a month by not being the source of 

their beer money. 

What would I do with 
my newfound wealth?  
Maybe I’ll go hang out 
at Il Pavone near 
Rossmoor and attract a 
few old hens (formerly 
chicks).  They can’t 
possibly consume more 
than $40 worth of 
whatever liquid 
refreshment I am 
buying.  I’ll be $20 
ahead.  Sounds good to 

me.  Goodnight, I have to go scope out the 
crowd at Il Pavone. 

~ Ken Williams ~ 

 

 
 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
September 1, 2009 

 
The minutes will be reported in the October 
newsletter. 

�
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  Executive Committee Minutes  
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By Chantal Guillemin, August 2009  [CCMG, 2004, 
West County] 

Give destructive insects what they like best to feed 
on.  I repeat:  Give destructive insects the plants 
they crave and they’ll leave the plants you are 
nurturing alone.  This method of pest management 
is known as trap cropping. The principal advantage 
of trap cropping is that it minimizes the need to use 
pesticides and when there are no pesticides in your 
garden, beneficial insects thrive and voraciously eat 
existing pests.   

Meant to offer early season control, the trap crop 
needs a one-week advance on the primary crop. It’s 
a form of companion planting where the desired 
planting is surrounded by the earlier-developing trap 
plant.  Doing this is especially useful if the vegetable 
garden is situated near woods or trees where 
insects may have overwintered.  When these 
insects emerge in search of young, tender plants, 
they’ll encounter the trap crop of their choice first 
and tend not to advance any further into the garden.  

The home gardener can also intersperse these 
insect attractant plants in pots or in rows.  The trap 
plants, after they fill with the pest insect will have to 
be destroyed, along with the pest insect population, 
before a next generation of insects is released into 
your garden.  It is crucial to understand how pests 
move in their environment and to observe them for 
trap cropping to be successful.  The goal is not to 
eliminate the pest completely but to substantially 
reduce its population on your prized plantings 
without using dangerous pesticides.  

Many studies using the practice of trap cropping 
have been conducted worldwide and listed below 
are several examples of trap plants that could be 
useful to Contra Costa County home gardeners in 
their battle with destructive pests.  Chervil attracts 
slugs and snails away from young vegetable plant 
seedlings.  Basil and marigolds will attract thrips and 
distract them enough to leave your garlic alone so it 
can grow to maturity.  Rose lovers can plant 
pelargonia amid rose bushes to lure Japanese 
beetles away.  Intercrop dill and lovage in your 
tomato patch to attract the tomato hornworm. 
Horseradish will distract potato beetles away from 
potatoes.  Hot cherry peppers appeal to the pepper 
maggot, more than the bell pepper bush.  French 
and Mexican marigold will steer nematodes away 
from your tomatoes, cabbages, legumes and 
squash.  Your cabbage will be spared attack by 
aphids, flea beetles and cucumber beetles if 
nasturtium, mustard, collards or radishes grow 
among them.  Plant onion and garlic amid your 
carrots to deter carrot root flies and thrips.  Tansy is 
more appealing to Colorado potato beetles than 
potatoes. Plant buckwheat to attract deer away from 
favorite perennials. Plant Blue Hubbard squash 
around your yellow summer squash to concentrate 
cucumber beetles and squash vine borers. 

Who would have thought that attracting garden 
pests to their favorite food could be a way to control 
them?  These trap plants may be destroyed by the 
invited pests so the home gardener should not 
expect to harvest them.  They are sacrificed so that 
your preferred plantings can reach maturity and 
bear healthy fruit or bloom.��
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Contra Costa Master Gardener 
September To Do Calendar 

USDA zones from 8–9B 
Sunset zones range from 7–17 

Equinox Sept 22 
Average max. T. 82.7F, 28.17C 
Average min T. 52.8F, 11.56C 
Average rainfall .25”, .64cm 

 
• Purchase bulbs : Anemone coronaria, 
Allium albopilosum,Crocus, Babiana, 
Daffodil, Freesia, Homeria, Hyacinth, Ixia, 
Leucojum, Lycoris, Muscari, Oxalis, 
Ranunculus, Scilla, Sparaxis, Tritonia, Tulip 
clusiana, Tulipa saxatilis, Tritonia, 
Watsonia: Look for large firm bulbs with 
unbroken skin.  Chill tulips, crocus and 
hyacinths bulbs in the refrigerator vegetable 
bin for planting Oct.– Nov. 
 
• Direct seed spring blooming plants: 
Centaurea cyanus, Calendula officinalis 
‘Geisha girl’; Eschscholzia californica, 
Clarkia amoena, Myosotis sylvatica, Linaria 
marocanna, Lobelia erinus, Lathyrus 
odoratus, Nemophilia,Schizanthus pinnatus   
(west county or warmer areas) Or--Plant 
seedlings for earlier bloom. 
 
• Dig up and divide overgrown 
Agapanthus africanus, Hemerocallis, 
Primulas, Chrysanthemum maximum, 
Penstemon sp., Iberis sempervirens. 
 
• Fertilize cool season lawns: Bent, 
Bluegrass Fescue and Rye. Water lawns 
deeply, once week if not raining. 

• Overseed Bermuda lawns with perennial 
rye and topdress with 1” compost to keep 
lawns green during the winter months. Keep 
lawn moist until seedlings emerge. 

 

• Fertilize citrus  for the last time this year. 
 
• Fertilize roses for the last time this year. 
Use a liquid fertilizer and make sure it is 
well watered in. If Powdery Mildew has 
been problem on your roses in prior 
months, spray now with a preventative mix: 
2tsp. baking soda + 2-4 Tsp. lightweight 
summer oil + 1 gallon of water. Spray once 
a week. 
 
• Harvest tomatoes, squash, beans, 
eggplant, peppers. 
 
• Pick pears, late season apples, late 
peaches. Irrigate if rains have not 
started. Pick all fallen fruit. 
 
• This is a good time to shop for 
Lagerstroemia sp. — they are still in 
bloom so you can choose flower color, but 
you can plant next month for best rooting. 
 
• Start seeds of winter vegetables: bok 
choy, broccoli, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, 
Chinese cabbage, kale, cauliflower. 
 
Direct seed chard, beets, garlic, leeks, 
mache, onions, peas, radishes, spinach, 
sugar snap peas — if you want to start 
lettuce seeds, remember that they 
germinate best in cool soil. Try mixing the 
seed with moist potting soil, cover and 
place in the refrigerator for a couple of 
days. 
 
• If shot-hole fungus was a problem on 
Apricots during the past season, spray your 
trees after leaf fall but prior to rain with a 
Bordeaux or fixed copper fungicide. DO 
NOT use sulphur on apricots. 

�
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What’s going on at “Our Garden”? 
If you haven’t had a chance to stop by Our Garden at the Contra Costa Times in the past few months, well 
let’s just say there has been a lot going on!  The project started with a great idea and a little arm twisting 
from Joan Morris at the CCTimes.  Joan managed to convince Bethallyn Black that a joint effort towards a 
garden and a community education program would be a lot of fun.  Bethallyn was quickly joined by a 
handful of other Master Gardeners and the garden was off and running.  The project has two main 
objectives:  first to provide food for the Contra Costa Food Bank and second to offer weekly classes to the 
public providing education and information about sustainable backyard food production.   

Joan writes a weekly article published in the Saturday Home and Garden section giving an update on the 
most recent class and the progress of the garden.  As you may have read, the classes have progressed 
much more smoothly than the garden itself.  Rodents are our biggest challenge (ground squirrels, in 
particular), however, we hope to have that situation well in hand in the next week or two.   Gary, Alex and 
Matt Cartwright of CK Landscaping have generously agreed to install a critter fence.  Wow.   It’s a huge 
contribution on their part, and will make actual gardening possible.  Our contributions to the food bank have 
been fairly humble, but we are determined! 

The classes, on the other hand, have only gotten better!  In the first couple of months of the garden, we 
had 20 or so intrepid followers who would show up for the class or arrive with spades in hand ready to 
work.  However, the word seems to have gotten out and we now have anywhere from 50 to 100 people in 
attendance at each Friday morning gathering.  What started as a rather casual talk given by Bethallyn each 
Friday has evolved into a more formal program with a wide variety of speakers and topics ranging from bio-
intensive vegetable gardening to vermiculture.  Our own Craig Chalquist taught a great class on gardening 
and mental health, Linda Mizes has given composting demonstrations and last week Kitty Rosania 
organized a wonderful tomato tasting event.   

For those of us who have been working on the project from the beginning, we are most grateful to Emma 
Connery who has added her extraordinary organizational skills to the effort.  Emma makes sure we have 
our speakers lined up, and knows what resources are available to us from UC Extension or Master 
Gardeners of Contra Costa.  She has quickly become the glue that holds us together. 

Where do we go from here?  Classes will continue through the end of October and then will stop until the 
beginning of March.  However, gardening and food production will continue straight through.  Because we 
are using bio-intensive methods in the garden, we will soon be planting compost crops of grains and 
legumes to overwinter and help build soil and create compost material.  We will also be growing winter 
vegetables.  To that end, we are having two work days on September 15th and 17th from 9:00am to noon.  
We will be prepping beds for compost crops, planting winter vegetable seedlings, and more.  So if you 
want to see what’s going on and lend a hand, come on down!  Or, check out our calendar for classes and 
come visit any Friday.  Remember to wear you name badge because with all those people in attendance 
there are lots of questions for Master Gardeners!   

Janet Miller  

 [CCMG, 2008, Walnut Creek] 
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To view the most current version of the Events Calendar along with weekend activities, or to sign up for an event, visit:   https://ucce.ucdavis.edu/mg .  Log on 
and select “Events Calendar.” 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

� ��
�
��������� ������

�� !�"��#�

�� �������
�������
���������� �����

�� !��"��#��� ����
����$��%&�'��(���
�������������)�����!��� �

��
�
�����������

��� !�"��#�

���
�������
���������� �����

�� !�"��#�������
�

��
�$��*++�'��( ���� �

��

�� ��
�������������
�����������

������ !�"��#�

	�������������
������
����������� �����

�� !��"��#�
��


�
�
�����������

��� !�"��#�

�� ����
��������
���������� ������������������

�� !�"��#������������������
�

���
�$��*++�'��( ���� ��

���

��� ����
���
�����������

������ !�"��# �

��� �����������
�������
���������� �����������

�� !�"��#�
����$��,���'���)��
������������!�-
�!� �

���

�����������

��� !�"��#�

�������
��������
���������� ��������������

�� !�"��#��������������������������������

�	���
�$��*++�'��( �����

�
�

��� ���

�����������
������ !�"��# �

�

���
�������
���������� �����

�� !�"��# ��
�

��������
������������
�����������
������������������� !�"��# �
�
�

���
���
�����������

������������� !�"��# �
�
�

���
��������������������������������������������������� $��*++�'��( ���� �

���

��� �	�

�����������
������ !�"��# �

�

�
�
�������
���������� �����

�� !�"��# ��
�

���������
�������������
�����������
������������������� !�"��# �
�
�

�����
��������
�����������
�������������� !�"��# �
�
�

��
��������������������������������������������������� $��*++�'��( ���� �

��

The Latest Dirt
Contra Costa Master Gardener Association
University of California Cooperative Extension
75 Santa Barbara Rd, 2ndFloor
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-4215
Voice: 925-646-6586; Fax: 925-646-6708

�

The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy (including childbirth,and medical 
conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or 
status as a covered veteran (covered veterans are special disabled veterans, recently separated veterans, Vietnam era  veterans,or any other veterans who served on active duty during a war orin a 
campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge has been authorized) in any of its programs or activities.

University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws.
Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Staff 

Personnel Services Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 300 Lakeside Drive, 6th

Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-3550, (510) 987-0096.
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